
Mel Stewart & Ceri Williams 
Restore the Thaw Landscape Project



Thanks to funding from Nature Networks National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and other funders, the 
Council is co-ordinating a three-year programme of 
work to make biodiversity improvements along the 
River Thaw its tributaries and surrounding 
landscapes. 



Project Area



The project aims to benefit local wildlife, 
landowners and the community, and will provide 
various opportunities for organisations, 
community groups, and volunteers to partake in 
the conservation work.



As part of this project, we will:

Engage with our local community…

Through citizen science projects, 
surveys, volunteer work parties, 
events, school programmes, walks 
and talks, interpretation and the 
River Thaw Festivals.





Working with a wide range of partners….



For a whole range of species ….



In a wide range of habitats carrying out activities, 
including …..

Fencing to exclude stock, protect 
sensitive habitats, improve access 



Pond enhancement 
and creation 



Wildflower 
meadow 
enhancement and 
creation, seed 
collection 



Tree, hedgerow 
and orchard 
planting to 
improve 
connectivity 



River restoration 
work, remove 
barriers to
fish migration, 
flood protection



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
September 2023 

Events and 
promotion



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
September 2023 
Including visits to  Vale Show, St 
Athan fete, Bat walk , familly
engagement at Porthkerry, 
Community Councils, Big River 
Watch, Water vole training.



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
Septemer 2023 

Site Visits to local farms, 
wildlife sites across the 
Vale , river locations, 
small holders



Site Visits



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
September 2023 
There is an ever increasing 
number of landowners 
requesting to be involved in 
the project



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
September 2023 

Volunteer and Community         
Engagement    



What we’ve been 
up to from July –
September 2023 

We have worked with a range of 
volunteers and organisations

already including Innovate Trust, 
EGIS, Wildlife Trust, Smart Rivers 
and local volunteer work parties.
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