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Notes of the One Voice Wales Area Committee Meeting 27th January 2025
Held Online

Below are notes from the meeting against each agenda item and actions required by the town council.

TC Actions arising: 

1. Item 4: Future Generations Slides when available distributed to all councillors - Chief Officer
2. Item 4: A report comes to the full council on how the Town Council is responding to the Future Generations Act with recommendations for further action if needed.  – Chief Officer
3. Item 4: Get on the Future Generations newsletter mailing list – Chief Officer
4. Item14: Issue the digital guides issued by OVW – Chief Officer
5. Item 17: One Voice Wales awards.  Investigate if any work done in Cowbridge can be put forward – Malcolm Wilson
6. Item 19:  Digital maturity survey needs to be completed – Chief Officer 
7. Item 24: 
8. Next meeting, 14th April 2025, to be held in Cowbridge need to liaise with OVW over numbers of refreshments room etc. – Chief Officer

Agenda

1. Chair’s Address. Chair welcomed everyone.

2. To receive apologies for absence.  Eight apologies.  (At its peak thirty-three people online including some clerk so well attended)

3. Declaration of Personal Interests. None
4. To receive a presentation – The presentation was from Colleen Cluett from the Future Generations Commissioners office.  She presented a pack of slides which will be made available through One Voice Wales. Point to note from the presentation: 
· The Town Council as a public body has a duty under the act.
· A lot of the focus is through Public Services Board
· The Commissioner offers training.
· The Commission produces a report every five years and the second one are due 29th April 2025.  The timing is deliberately a year before Senedd elections to allow political parties to incarnate or not into manifestos.
· The Commissioner circulates a monthly newsletter.

5. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2024 (attached), Agreed.
6. Matters arising in respect of the above minutes, not otherwise on the agenda. No matters arising.

7. Developments in relation to charters/devolution of services/asset transfers.  A discussion about asset transfers and some council’s bad experiences with the primary authority about the time it takes or the costs they were expecting to pick up.

8. Next meeting to held at Cowbridge Town Hall 
9. To appoint a representative to sit on the Glamorgan Heritage Coast Group.  Nominations from costal councils requested.

10. Cardiff & Vale UHB Stakeholders Group

a. To receive a report from Cllr R Cox Councillor Cox is unwell so no report, sent his apologies.

11. Update on the representative appointed to serve on the Cwm Taff Morgannwg University Health Board Stakeholders Group.  Representee reported on the meeting and his written report will be attached to the minutes.  He gave an update on the national obesity report which showed that in Cwm Taff two thirds of children were overweight.

12. Senedd Inquiry in relation to the role, governance and accountability of the community and town council sector. (One Voice Wales submission attached – for discussion).   A very long report, available through link below. 
One Voice Wales recently appeared at the Senedd Inquiry. View the committee session here - https://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/afb90954-7def-4a98-b576- b135d86ca7bc?autostart=True

13. Report of the Democratic Health Task and Finish Group now published for information see link below.
Democratic health of community and town councils [HTML] | GOV.WALES  
14.  Councillor Training programme and consultancy services. No comments other than member thought the cost-of-living webinars were good.

15. Development of Good Practice Guidance – Current Progress.  Three digital guides issued since the last meeting and sent to councils.

16. To receive the draft minutes of the National Executive Committee (NEC) held on 13 December 2024. (attached) Noted.
17. Guest Speakers for Future Meetings.  Possible speakers Elderly Persons Commissioner, Transport for Wales

18. One Voice Wales National Awards Conference – Wednesday 30 April 2025 in Builth Wells. There was a request for Councils to submit projects for awards.

19. One Voice Wales Cost of Living Crisis Project (update attached) See Attached

20. Digital Maturity Assessments – Update. Email sent 18th October need to complete survey asap.

21. Correspondence and Consultations. Tree preservation consultation considered at February’s L & A meeting.

a. Promoting a resilient and high performing planning service – ends 17 January 2025

b. Preserving trees and woodlands: - new regulations ends 15 February 2025

22. Matters for Referral to the NEC. Asset Transfers

23. News and Reports from Councils Malcolm Wilson gave an update on the Placemaking Progress and how we are linking to 106 funds. Porthcawl updated on listed toilet asset transfer and its master plan and matched funding.
24. Any Other Business at the discretion of the Chair. None
25. Date of Next Meeting – 14 April 2025. To be held in person in Cowbridge/ 
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