


Notes from the meeting held between the Cowbridge Comprehensive School; Trust, The Vale of Glamorgan and Cowbridge Town Councils
Held at the Old Hall Cowbridge
Wednesday February 12th, 2025, at 14.00

Present:
Phil Chappell – Vale of Glamorgan Council
Mererid Velios - Vale of Glamorgan Council
Charles Champion – Vale of Glamorgan and Town Councillor
Malcolm Wilson – Town Councillor
Geoffrey Reed – School Trust Trustee
Sarah Smith – School Trust Trustee
Steven Blackman – School Trust Trustee
Guy Clarke – Secretary School Trust
 
Purpose of the meeting:  To get the trust comments on the Placemaking Plan relating to the livestock/cattle market opportunity area that adjoins the trust Butts land, aka the cricket field, and then future of the 3.46-acre site.  There was some discussion about the conceptual diagrams and the depiction of trees and the right of way across the cricket field.  
The trust is seeing to formalise their right of access to the cricket field, to have an opportunity to maximise the value of the land.  The Vale is not prepared to grant this at this point.  Planners have also indicated that they will oppose and plans to build on all the site, as would the Town Council (TC).  
This open space is well used by dog walkers (no public footpath across it), and the Vale and TC wish to keep it as an open space as the town is ‘open space poor’ in the bottom third of towns in Wales in terms of area of open space.
The trust said they had desire to enhance the field use for sporting activities in line with their objectives if they couldn’t  develop to augment the trust’s income.  
The trust is concerned about the charity commissioners view on any disposal but if it is to another charity of community group e.g. the TC for community use and they can demonstrate they will be saving the maintenance costs, the commissioners may take a favourable view.
It was left that the TC would consider at its meeting on the 18th February 2025 and if agreed in principle to look further into a possible deal the Tc could in discussions with the Vale and the Trust formulate an offer for the site.
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